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DISCUSSION:  This is the second year of the Volunteer Income Tax Assistance
(VITA) program in Merced County located at the Worknet Employment Resource Center
in Merced.

In 2004 the program operated only two (2) evenings per week. The program operated 17
days in 2004 compared to 33 days in 2003. The VITA program was run entirely by
volunteers, including the training portion of the program. These volunteers prepared 147
returns from February 17" through April 14™.  The volunteers prepared 147 returns in
2004 compared to 169 returns in 2003. Refunds in 2004 totaled $116,666 with Earned
Income Credits totaling $70,142.

Based on the economic impact multiplier of 3.5 provided by the Internal Revenue
Service, these refunds generated an economic impact of $408,331 to the Merced
Community.



