
TO:  Workforce Investment Board  DATE:  09/13/07 
 
FROM:  WIB Staff                                           For Action 
    
   For Information 
   
   For Discussion 
 
 
SUBJECT:  House Appropriations Committee - $335 Million Rescission 
 
PROPOSED MOTION(S):  Information only.   
  
DISCUSSION:  The attached letter was sent on behalf of the Workforce Investment 
Board to three key members of the Appropriations Committee of the US House of 
Representatives.  Letters were sent to Representatives David R. Obey, Jerry Lewis and 
James T. Walsh. 
 
The letters urged the representatives not to rescind $335 million of WIA carryover 
funding in the FY 08 Appropriations Labor-HHS-Education Bill. 
 
Unfortunately, the Committee subsequently passed its bill containing the rescission.  
Ranking Member Jim Walsh (R-NY) had gone to the Dept of Labor and had been told 
there is over $1 billion in WIA carryover and $335 million could be taken without 
impacting services.  Representative Walsh proposed that the previously rejected 
rescission be used as an offset to increase funding for the Individual with Disabilities 
Education Act (IDEA), one of the most popular programs in the bill. 
 
National Workforce Association responded to the unanticipated rescission by meeting 
with Chairman Obey the next day.  Chairman Obey appears open to restoring the WIA 
rescission when the Bill goes to Conference.  Conversations with key Senate Labor-HHS 
Committee staff revealed that Senate staff is adamant in their desire to prevent a 
rescission in Conference.  The appropriations process will continue throughout the 
summer and fall. 
 
If the rescission makes it into law, California’s part will be an estimated $39,231,534, or 
15,693 people losing services. 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  
Letter to Representative David R. Obey  
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