Please feel free to modify the letter to reflect local circumstances.  Also, please provide the senators with specific examples of the way your program has succeeded in helping dislocated workers, welfare recipients, youth and others, and what the program has meant in their daily lives.
The Honorable __________

United States Senate 

Dear Senator _________, 

We need your help.  

Local businesses, job seekers and those in need of job training have very serious needs that cannot be met by the Budget Resolution under consideration in the Senate.

An education and training amendment to the Budget Resolution, to be offered by Senator Harkin and others, will help ensure that my (city/county/organization) can work to meet these serious needs now and in the future and, thereby, help America compete in the global economy.

The President’s budget request slashes the Department of Labor’s budget by $600 million below the level Congress enacted last year. About 85% of these cuts would come out of the employment and training administration’s (ETA) budget. Unlike many other federal programs over the past eight years, ETA’s budget did not increase in real dollar terms. Therefore, these cuts will directly affect the ability to deliver core workforce services to businesses, jobseekers, veterans, dislocated workers, youth, individuals with disabilities and others. 

This is exactly the wrong time to reduce workforce related funding. A record number of layoffs have already occurred in California and in our local community this year, with more coming. (Please insert any local specific examples).  At the same time, we are facing serious skills gaps here and around the state.

The Workforce Investment Act is now in its first year of implementation.  It received the support of over 90 Senators to win passage two years ago. WIA revolutionized the job training system, streamlining over 50 programs into an integrated system designed to meet the needs of the 21st century workforce. However, we cannot fulfill our responsibilities locally if WIA, the Wagner-Peyser Act and the administration of Unemployment Insurance are inadequately funded.

Senator Harkin’s amendment addresses the needs we face by providing a $1 billion per year increase, for each of ten years, over the FY 2001 funding level for these programs.

In total, this amendment recognizes that if we address education, skills training, employment, and re-employment needs over the next ten years, we will truly meet the President’s goal of leaving no child, or worker, behind. 

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

cc. 
Senator Tom Harkin

Senator Edward Kennedy 
 

