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DISCUSSION: On March 23, 2010, a press release was issued stating that a Regional National
Emergency Grant of $8,197,664 was awarded to Tulare County on behalf of nine Workforce
Investment Areas with Merced County being one of them. The grant is a collaborative effort
by the region’s Central Valley Workforce Collaborative (CCWC). The original funding level
requested was $11,232,250. Particulars in the original proposal will have to be adjusted to
match the lower funding level.
The grant funds will be used to offset the downturn in the regional economy. The project will
design a demand-driven workforce investment plan that supports “green jobs” and targeted
industry clusters determined by the CCWC, which are:
(1) Agribusiness, including Food Processing, Agricultural Technology, and Biotechnology;
(2) Manufacturing; (3) Supply Chain Management and Logistics; (4) Health and Medical
Care; and (5) Renewable Energy.
Services offered to participants will include Skill assessments, supportive services, work
experience/paid internships and classroom training activities. An exact funding level for
Merced County is unknown, but should be in the neighborhood of $450,000.
More information will be given to the WIB as details of the proposal come forth.
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$8 Million in Stimulus Funds For
Regional National Emergency Grant
in San Joaquin Valley
Grant Provides Thousands of Californians
Jobs Training and Employment Services
The U.S. Department of Labor is granting a Regional National Emergency Grant of
$8,197,664 to Tulare County, California, on behalf of the nine Workforce Investment
Boards that make up the San Joaquin Valley, including Fresno Workforce Investment
Board, Kern/Inyo/Mono Workforce Investment Board, Kings County Job Training Office,
Madera County Workforce Investment Board, Merced Workforce Investment Board,
Mother Lode Workforce Investment Board, San Joaquin Workforce Investment Board,
Stanislaus County Alliance Worknet and the Tulare County Workforce Investment Board.
"This funding will go directly to both train workers for emerging energy jobs and help put
thousands of Californians in the San Joaquin Valley back to work over the next year," said
Senior Advisor and California Recovery Task Force Director Herb K. Schultz.
"This funding will directly benefit one of most economically hard hit areas of California
and provide a much needed economic lifeline."
The funds are being made available under the Recovery Act and will be used to provide job
training and reemployment services for estimated 1,439 workers affected by current and
projected layoffs within the San Joaquin Valley.
"This money will greatly help in getting laid-off workers in the region the training and
benefits they need so they can get back to work as quickly as possible," said Victoria
Bradshaw, Secretary, Labor and Workforce Development Agency. "The nine workforce
investment boards of the Valley have been diligent in their efforts to bring this new
funding, available through the Recovery Act, back to the region. We thank them for their
efforts and the U.S. Department of Labor for recognizing the extreme need in the Valley
and for granting the funding request."
The geographic areas covered by this funding are: the counties of Amador, Calaveras,
Fresno, Inyo, Kern, Kings, Madera, Mariposa, Merced, Mono, San Joaquin, Stanislaus,
Tulare and Tuolumne.
Governor Schwarzenegger created the California Recovery Task Force to track the
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act funding coming into the state; work with
President Barack Obama's administration; help cities, counties, non-profits, and others
access the available funding; ensure that the funding funneled through the state is spent
efficiently and effectively; and maintain a Web site (www.recovery.ca.gov) that is
frequently and thoroughly updated for Californians to be able to track the stimulus dollars.
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