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May 17, 2011                      Fax:  202-225-0819 
               e-mail: Teresa.kinney@mail.house.gov 
 
 
 
The Honorable Dennis Cardoza 
United States House of Representatives 
435 Cannon HOB 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
Dear Congressman Cardoza: 
 
I am writing to urge you to include Workforce Investment Act (WIA) programs/funding in your letter 
to the Labor-HHS Appropriations Subcommittee outlining your key FY 12 program priorities. 
 
Unemployment rates have risen to over 21% in Merced County and millions of Americans are 
unemployed.  WIA programs are at the forefront of assisting those impacted by the current economic 
slowdown, helping workers get the assistance and training they need to return to the workforce.   
 
In Merced, WIA is making a real difference in our community.  We have seen a substantial increase in 
the number of individuals seeking our services.  County residents know that the One-Stop Career 
Centers, Worknet of Merced County, are the place to go to connect to the labor market.  Worknet had 
57,092 visits in “09/10”, including 5,250 new customers.  In January 2011, we have experienced an 
increase in both visits and new customers to Worknet. In program year “09/10” in both our Adult and 
Dislocated Worker program, we served 544 businesses with 1184 services. Youth programs have 
assisted 735 young people to stay in school, obtain their High School diploma and get jobs. 
 
In the knowledge-driven global economy, American businesses report skills shortages at all levels of 
employment.  Exacerbating the problem is the large portion of the workforce near retirement, many of 
whom are in highly skilled professions.  Unfortunately, many current and potential workers don’t have 
the knowledge and skills to take their place or fill the emerging employment needs.  The Workforce 
Investment Act is specifically designed to address these needs. 
 



  
 

“Merced County’s Workforce Investment system will keep pace with the new growth, the emerging economy, and the ever changing needs of the 
employers by creating a better educated, highly skilled workforce, that’s capable, and prepared, and thoroughly knowledgeable.” 

 
WIF 00-74             Revised  12/09 

 

However, investment in employment and training programs continues to diminish.  We commend 
Congressional efforts to reduce the massive budget deficit that has a stranglehold on our country, but 
we also know that it is the intent of Congress to simultaneously stimulate job growth as well. With this 
in mind, I strongly urge you to include WIA funding as a priority in your program letter to House 
Labor-HHS Chairman Denny Rehberg and Ranking Member Rosa DeLauro. 
 
Thank you for considering this request.  In challenging economic times we must ensure our nation’s 
workers have access to critical WIA services.  
 
 
Sincerely, 
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May 23, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer          Patrick_Scandling@Boxer. Senate.gov 
Hart Senate Office Building, Room 112         Facsimile: 202-224-0454 
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
 
Dear Senator Boxer: 
 
I am writing to ask you to include the Administration’s FY 12 funding request for the Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) programs in your program letter to the Labor-HHS Appropriations 
Subcommittee outlining your key FY 12 priorities. 
 
WIA programs are the front lines of assisting those impacted by the current economic slowdown, 
helping workers get the assistance and training they need to return to the workforce. Over the 
past year, more than 8 million American workers have utilized the job training and employment 
related services offered by WIA programs, an increase of over 234% increase in just the past two 
years.  

 
Over four million job seekers were able to find jobs as a result of assistance of the workforce 
system – despite a ratio of 4.5 jobseekers for every available job nationally. In short, those who 
utilized WIA services were likely to regain and retain employment.  
 

In Merced, WIA is making a real difference in our community.  We have seen a substantial 
increase in the number of individuals seeking our services.  County residents know that the One-
Stop Career Centers, Worknet of Merced County, are the place to go to connect to the labor 
market.  Worknet had 57,092 visits in “09/10”, including 5,250 new customers.  In January 2011, 
we have experienced an increase in both visits and new customers to Worknet. In program year 
“09/10” in both our Adult and Dislocated Worker program, we served 544 businesses with 1184 
services. Youth programs have assisted 735 young people to stay in school, obtain their High 
School diploma and get jobs. 
 

 



The Honorable Barbara Boxer 
Mary 23, 2011 
Page Two   
 

“Merced County’s Workforce Investment system will keep pace with the new growth, the emerging economy, and the ever changing needs of the 
employers by creating a better educated, highly skilled workforce, that’s capable, and prepared, and thoroughly knowledgeable.” 

 
WIF 00-74             Revised  12/09 

 

A time of economic slowdown is not the moment to cut funding for our most valuable economic 
resource, our workers, and employers needing skilled workers to compete in the global economy. 
 
I strongly urge you to include WIA funding in your program letter to Senate Labor-HHS 
Chairman Tom Harkin and Ranking Member Richard Shelby, requesting that they fund WIA 
programs at the Administration’s request level.   
 
Thank you for considering this request, in challenging economic times we must ensure our 
nation’s workers have access to critical and effective WIA services.  
 
Sincerely, 
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May 23, 2011 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Dianne Feinstein             Facsimile: 202-228-3954 
Hart Senate Office Building, Room 331 
United States Senate  
Washington, DC 20510 
 
 
 
Dear Senator Feinstein: 
 
I am writing to ask you to include the Administration’s FY 12 funding request for the Workforce 
Investment Act (WIA) programs in your program letter to the Labor-HHS Appropriations 
Subcommittee outlining your key FY 12 priorities. 
 
WIA programs are the front lines of assisting those impacted by the current economic slowdown, 
helping workers get the assistance and training they need to return to the workforce. Over the 
past year, more than 8 million American workers have utilized the job training and employment 
related services offered by WIA programs, an increase of over 234% increase in just the past two 
years.  

 
Over four million job seekers were able to find jobs as a result of assistance of the workforce 
system – despite a ratio of 4.5 jobseekers for every available job nationally. In short, those who 
utilized WIA services were likely to regain and retain employment.  
 

In Merced, WIA is making a real difference in our community.  We have seen a substantial 
increase in the number of individuals seeking our services.  County residents know that the One-
Stop Career Centers, Worknet of Merced County, are the place to go to connect to the labor 
market.  Worknet had 57,092 visits in “09/10”, including 5,250 new customers.  In January 2011, 
we have experienced an increase in both visits and new customers to Worknet. In program year 
“09/10” in both our Adult and Dislocated Worker program, we served 544 businesses with 1184 
services. Youth programs have assisted 735 young people to stay in school, obtain their High 
School diploma and get jobs. 
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A time of economic slowdown is not the moment to cut funding for our most valuable economic 
resource, our workers, and employers needing skilled workers to compete in the global economy. 
 
I strongly urge you to include WIA funding in your program letter to Senate Labor-HHS 
Chairman Tom Harkin and Ranking Member Richard Shelby, requesting that they fund WIA 
programs at the Administration’s request level.   
 
Thank you for considering this request, in challenging economic times we must ensure our 
nation’s workers have access to critical and effective WIA services.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


