
TO:  Workforce Investment Board                DATE:  10/07/11 
 
FROM: Executive Committee                For Discussion 
    
THROUGH:  WIB Staff  For Action  
   
   For Information  
 
 
SUBJECT:  Advocacy – Opposition and Veto request for Senate Bill 734 
 
PROPOSED MOTION(S):  For Discussion. 
  
DISCUSSION: The Merced County Board of Supervisors submitted opposition letters to 
Senator Cannella and Assembly Member Galgiani along with a Veto request to the Governor for 
Senate Bill 734.  The letters are attached along with Senator Cannella’s e-mail response. 
 
Senate Bill (SB) 734, introduced by Senator DeSaulnier, would require local workforce 
investment boards to spend a certain percentage of available federal funds for adults and 
dislocated workers on workforce training programs in a manner consistent with federal law, as 
prescribed, and would allow the boards to leverage specified funds to meet the funding 
requirements, as specified.  SB 734 requires local WIBs to increase spending of their Adult and 
Dislocated Workers Fund on quality programs and services that provide workers with job 
training.   This bill requires spending 25% of the federal WIA funds (beginning program year 
2012) on direct training services, including specified activities.  This amount increases to 30% 
beginning in program year 2016 and thereafter.   
 
The California Workforce Association held and “oppose” view on this bill and a similar bill 
recently defeated (SB 776) at the Capital.  Among other reasons, this bill, similar to SB 776 
limits local flexibility (a major tenet of the Workforce Investment Act of 1998), impedes the 
ability of Workforce Investment Boards to support the delivery of an array of services needed by 
area residents as identified in the local plans, and diminishes the capacity to assist businesses in 
averting layoffs and/or hiring needs. 
 
Currently the bill passed the Senate and the Assembly on September 9, 2011 and is awaiting the 
Governor’s consideration.  The Governor has until October 9, 2011 to act on this bill.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
ATTACHMENT(S):  Merced County Board of Supervisors Letters requesting 
Opposition and Veto of SB 734, Senator Cannella’s e-mail response 
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From: Senator.Cannella@senate.ca.gov [mailto:Senator.Cannella@senate.ca.gov]  
Sent: Thursday, September 29, 2011 10:56 AM 
To: Baker, Andrea 
Subject: From Senator Anthony Cannella re: SB 734 Oppose 
 
Dear Merced County Supervisors, 
 

Thank you for contacting my office regarding your opposition to SB 734 (previously SB 776) by 
Senator Mark DeSaulnier, which would direct local workforce investment boards to spend an 
increased percentage of federal Workforce Investment Act dollars on direct job training and 
supportive services. 
 
Like you, I also believe strongly in local control; to me, local workforce investment boards, 
rather than the state, are best positioned to determine how federal Workforce Investment Act 
funding is used. That's the reason why I voted against SB 734 and SB 776 earlier this year. 
Unfortunately, however, the measure did pass the Legislature and advanced to the governor's 
desk. Governor Brown has until October 9 to sign or veto this measure, and I encourage you to 
contact his office to express your opposition to this bill. To weigh in on this measure, you may 
visit the Governor's Office website at www.gov.ca.gov or call his Sacramento office at (916) 
445-2841. 
 
In the meantime, please know that I very much appreciate your engagement in our state's 
policy-making process, and I value your input on the issues most important to you. Thanks 
again for getting in touch. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Anthony Cannella 
State Senator, 12th District 
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